
	


B for brave and bold. A woman who went blind from too much seeing.
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The way I remember it, Great-Gramma Annie started the obsession:
Two thick red ink blotters carried in her brick of a pocketbook.
She wore the sueded-leather bag like a weapon under her crepe-paper arm.



	


I: Integrity. Independence.
 Never allowing another woman to clean her house.
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N for negotiations: Always one to offer a distraction from pain, ill-ease, or too much fun.
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G: A Grand Matron of Lodge and Love. 
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I took to the BINGO fever at a young age.

Gramma Annie and I played in every basement of every church in every town.
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O: Her smudged mouth —her win or not.

Small porcelain balls rattled in their metal cage while she sat perched on a folding chair jawing sticks of sweet-stinky Juicy Fruit chewing gum and raking her blunt fingernails across a worn tabletop. And always, the white-
powdered donuts sat at the ready—me, licking my skinny-girl lips, waiting for my number to be called. 
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